A Blooming, Beautiful
Backyard Escape

Your guide to creating a gorgeous outdoor space
to enjoy and tend your garden.



In this guide, we’ll give you tips for creating an
outdoor space where you can grow your veggies
and herbs while also enjoying the fresh air.
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Garden Accents to Build
a Tranquil, Enjoyable
Outdoor Space

Garden accents are a simple way to add life to your outdoor
space and increase your privacy at the same time. Not

sure where to start? Here are several options to use for
inspiration, which you can weave into your own garden
setup and extend your usable space to the outdoors.

Decorative screen panels

One of the most popular garden accents is a decorative
screen panel. It provides an instant boost to your backyard
and delivers a stylish way to improve outdoor privacy. There
are several sizes and styles to choose from depending on
your aesthetic and how much privacy you prefer. Whether
you use as standalone or several connected together,
decorative screen panels are a long-lasting, eco-friendly way

to instantly transform your backyard into an inviting space.
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Flex fence

With similar advantages as the decorative screen panel, the
FLEXfence Louver System offers multiple design options
and functional solutions to accent your garden area and
update your backyard. Its design versatility is a hit among
homeowners who seek a modern approach to traditional
vertical fencing. Easily install it on existing fences, pergolas,
or decks to complete the desired look you want to achieve.

Landscaping materials

Another way to personalize your space is by using landscaping
or outdoor building materials to create sections carefully
crafted to shape your yard into a specific design. The most
popular options are railroad ties or Bend-a-Boards.

- Railroad ties can be used as part of a decorative landscaping
project for flowers and plants, though should be kept separately
from any fruit and vegetable gardens to prevent preservatives
from leaching into the soil. Railroad ties can also be used
for retaining walls or steps for a large sloping yard.

- Bend-a-boards are a recycled plastic version of redwood bender
board and are easy to work with to edge backyard landscaping
projects. They create beautiful garden accents that look like
Redwood but with the flexibility and durability of plastic.
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Redwood picnic tables

Make your backyard the new favorite hangout spot with a
redwood picnic table that’s sturdy, long-lasting, and easy to
assemble. Made with 100% California Redwood, it’s a sustainable
option with a look that complements the material used for

your garden box. Plus, putting up a picnic table allows you to
enjoy a true farm-to-table experience by using the fruit and
vegetable bounty harvested straight from your garden.

Wood lattice panels

Wood lattice panels can be used in multiple ways as decorative
and functional garden accents. Install as you would a decorative
screen panel or create a trellis that goes over your garden. Then,
add a bench to create a relaxing place where you can tend to

your garden and then revel in the beauty of what you’ve grown.

Pergola lighting

Similar to string lights, pergola lighting offers a warm glow
but is longer lasting and offers greater control with a wifi ap
and easily transforms an area when positioned along a trellis
or other garden accent. Lighting allows you to optimize your
outdoor use, day or night, when dining or entertaining guests.
Use it as a final touch as you complete your backyard design.

Garden boxes

Building a garden box in your backyard instantly improves
your home’s appeal. Everyone likes the colorful bursts

of fresh flowers, fruits, and vegetables. It’s functional,
decorative, and easy to assemble. Check out the
following sections for more on garden boxes.
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Garden Box Ideas:
What You Need to Know

Garden boxes are a terrific DIY project for a first-timer or an
experienced gardening pro; however, before breaking ground on
that new garden bed, here are some important questions to ask.
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1. What will you grow?

The first step in the garden box process should be choosing what
will be IN your garden box or, your “planter plan.” This crucial step
will help you determine the placement, materials and shape of your
new garden box. Carefully consider what you will grow before you
choose your box location. Here are some good questions to ask:

How much sunlight will my plants need?

Which areas of my yard have sunlight, when and for how long?
- How big is the root area for the plants | want?
« How much space does each plant need?

« What’s the watering frequency for the plants | want?

PRO TIP: Flowers & Succulents

: The shade needs for non-edible plants can vary greatly from

species to species. Decorative annuals like petunias, sunflowers
and marigolds create a colorful display and thrive well direct
sunlight. Meanwhile, perennial flowers like hydrangeas, lilies of
the valley and Lenten roses are perfectly suited for the Southern
California climate and do well in shadier areas of a garden.

PRO TIP: Fruits & Vegetables

Root vegetables, onions, tomatoes and leafy greens are

common edibles that can easily be grown in garden boxes.

To avoid chemicals leaching into the soil, go with natural
woods for your box, such as Cedar or Redwood.

Once you know what you’re planning to grow,
it's time to move onto the next step.
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2. Where will you put your
garden box? And what size?

Determining where to put your
DIY garden box will depend on
your “plant plan” from Step 1.
Some plants need full sunlight,
some require a shady area and
others can handle a mix of both.
Choose a place in your yard that
will be best suited for your “plant
plan.” To fully gauge sunlight
exposure, check your location
during morning, afternoon and
evening. Choose a level area
with access on all sides for easier
maintenance of your plants.

You may also want to consider
proximity to your garden hose or
water source from your house.

Measure the area where you plan
to install your garden bed to get a
sense of the size and shape that
will suit your space best. At J&W
Lumber, we sell attractive, easy-
to-assemble garden box kits in

multiple sizes, including 2’x4’, 2’x6’,

4’x4’, 4’x6’ and 4’x8’ (all 12” tall)
plus leg kit options to raise your
garden to new heights. Available
at any of our J&W Lumber store
locations or at our online store,

our ready-made garden box kit
comes with all necessary materials,
including high-grade redwood

and hardware, which makes this
step easy and economical.

If a premade kit doesn’t offer the
right size for you, garden boxes
are simple to adjust to the size and
shape you desire. Your garden box
doesn’t even have to be square

or rectangular. You can install a
triangular box to fill up a corner
space or line up multiple boxes

to partition off a section of your
yard. You can even stack or double
up to create a multi-level garden
box. If you have ideas for a non-
traditional shape or a size not sold
in a kit, bring your plans down

to the specialists at J&W Lumber
and we’ll help you measure and
price the materials you will need.

Once assembled, you can choose
a stain to finish the garden box
and protect the wood. At J&W, we
carry many different colors of stain
to add another creative touch.
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3. What type of box do you need?

Do you want your DIY garden box with or without legs? Should
it sit on the ground or be raised? There are benefits to each.

Legs:

We offer high quality redwood leg kits at
J&W Lumber retail locations or our online
store. These kits elevate the garden bed

307 high, providing greater protection from
animals like groundhogs or rabbits. Raised
beds also offer easier access and reduce the
need to bend over to maintain your garden.

Directly on ground:

If you’re planting directly on the ground, we
recommend installing wire mesh below the
garden bed to keep out burrowing animals.

Sitting on concrete:

If your box will sit on concrete, lay down
wood slats to help keep the soil within the
box. It's also important to see how your water
will flow or be retained within the box since

it wont be absorbed by the ground below.

PRO TIP: Make sure the surface of your install site is level.

Tilted garden boxes can cause water to collect in one or more corner(s),
drowning some plants while depriving others of sufficient moisture.
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4. What materials should you use?

Garden beds can be as decorative as you like, providing an eye-catching accent to your
home. It all depends on the materials you use to build your box frame. The materials you
choose will affect the look of your box, as well as how much maintenance is required.

Based on our 60+ years of providing the high-quality lumber and
outdoor building supplies in Southern California, here are the
materials that we have found work best for garden boxes:

Redwood
Cedar

Pressure-treated lumber
This material should not be used for edible
gardens but may be an option for an

attractive, long-lasting flower bed.

Composite materials:

Another eye-catching, long-lasting option may be to use
composite materials, such as Trex decking boards. Trex
boards are designed to look just like lumber but require
zero maintenance. Trex boards are available in multiple
colors and finishes and are in stock at all of our locations.

PRO TIP: Install a wider board along the edge of your garden box to

Create a seating area or a place to set your gardening tools.

Garden boxes are one of the easiest DIY lumber projects to complete
on your own. By keeping all of these pro tips close at hand, and adding
your own personal touches, you can build a beautiful, functional
garden bed that will enhance your yard for years to come.
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Getting ready for
planting season?

Head over to J&W Lumber to speak to our outdoor

building and specialists to get started.

El Cajon

430 S. Marshall Ave.
El Cajon, CA 92020
Phone: 619-442-0658
Fax: 619-442-8749

Chula Vista

3817 Main St.

Chula Vista, CA 91911
Phone: 619-585-3620
Fax: 619-585-4746

jwlumber.com

Murrieta

25217 Jefferson Ave
Murrieta, CA 92562
Phone: 951-698-0215
Fax: 951-677-7687

San Marcos

2709 S. Santa Fe Ave.
San Marcos, CA 92069
Phone: 760-727-1510
Fax: 760-727-3557

Sorrento Valley

11135 Sorrento Valley Rd.
San Diego, CA 92121
Phone: 858-452-0520
Fax: 858-452-0506

Escondido/Corporate

1179 W. Washington Ave
Escondido, CA 92025
Phone: 760-745-6800
Fax: 760-747-1787
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